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Core Business 
 
Altarum Institute is a nonprofit, health systems research firm.  We serve customers from the federal 
government to local communities with objective research, analysis and consulting services.  We improve the 
systems that deliver care to those who need it today. And we equip decision-makers at every level with the 
knowledge and tools they need to pursue new systems that value and promote health, increase access to higher 
quality care and lower cost. 
 
Mission 
 
Altarum serves the public good by solving complex systems problems to improve human health – integrating 
research, technology, analysis and consulting skills. 
 
Vision 
 
Altarum will be the preeminent provider of health systems research.  By 2020, Altarum will drive a shift in the 
pattern of health care spending in the U.S. from programs consumed by the cost of care to systems centered on 
the value of health. 
 
History 
 
Altarum traces its history back to 1946 with the founding of the Willow Run Laboratory in Michigan.  In 1972, 
the Willow Run Laboratory was renamed ERIM.  After acquiring Vector Research, Incorporated in 2001, 
ERIM became Altarum Institute.  In 2006, Altarum narrowed its strategic focus to human health and added 
Health Systems Research, Inc. of Washington, D.C. to its ranks.  Health Systems Research operates as a for-
profit subsidiary of Altarum Institute.  
 
Staff 
 
Altarum employs approximately 210 individuals. 
 
Revenue  
 
Total revenues in fiscal year 2005 were approximately $51 million, including revenues from Altarum 
subsidiaries.  Total revenue for fiscal year 2006 is projected at about $60 million.  
 
Locations  
 
The Institute is headquartered in Ann Arbor, Michigan and has major operations in the Washington, D.C. area, 
San Antonio, Texas and Portland, Maine. 
 
 


